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The May 2010 Meeting of the Northwest Florida Section of the American Institute of 

Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) was held June 1, 2010 at the University of Florida 

Research & Engineering Education Facility, Shalimar, FL. 

 

The meeting began at 11:30 and the following members were present: 

 

Gregg Abate - Chairman 

Larry Ukeiley - Vice Chairman 

Gerry Harbaugh- Treasurer 

King Molder - Secretary 

Kelly Stewart- Newsletter/Webmaster 

John Fay – Education/Pre College Outreach Chair 

Jim Rogers – Technical Chair 

Jeff Komives  

  

 

The meeting was conducted by the Chairman Gregg Abate.   

  

 

Welcome:  Gregg welcomed everyone and went over the agenda and monthly mind 

jogger.  Annual section reports and the annual audit and budget are due to the national 

office by June 30, 2010.  Please get with Gregg if you have any questions about the 

annual reports for which you are responsible.  Also let Gregg know if you are interested 

in attending the Regional Leadership Conference (RLC).  The RLC is being held July 29-

30, 2010 in Nashville immediately following the Joint Propulsion Conference.  The 

section can request a $500 allotment to help defer the attendees travel costs.  King and 

Larry have both attended in the past if you have questions about the RLC. 

 

All action items remained open.  King will be contacting George at the museum to 

provide more AIAA brochures and also to find out if any money is needed for the upkeep 

or any improvements that need to be made.  Larry still has not set up a technical event.  

Also it looks like a social event will be pushed to the fall unless someone heads up the 

planning.  Kelly will work towards getting a newsletter put together for the fall. 

 

 



Old Business:  The section was asked to provide a POC to serve as student conference 

liaison for the Region II student conference.  Gregg will get with Ben Dickinson to serve 

in that capacity as part of his Young Professional/Career Enhancement responsibilities.  

The 2011 Student Paper Conference is tentatively schedule for 31 March – 1 April, 2011 

in Tuscaloosa, AL.  The next RAC meeting will be June 11
th

.  There has not been much 

activity with the technical activity survey so Gregg will probably send out another email 

to encourage member participation.  

 

 

New Business:  Gregg let everyone know that he accepted a new position overseas and 

will be leaving in the July/August time frame so he will no longer be able to serve as 

chair.  Once Gregg has left, Larry will be leading things since he is vice chair.  Also 

Gerry Harbaugh will be retiring at the end of the month and would like to give up his 

position as treasurer as soon as a replacement can be found.  

 

All positions can be appointed except for the Chairman of the section.  Larry will serve in 

that capacity until a special election can be done to elect a new chairman per his request.  

The election will also be used to fill the treasurer vacancy if not already appointed.  King 

will coordinate with the council on the dates and process for getting the election 

accomplished. 

 

 

Committee Reports:  The bank account is currently at $2417.00.  This is after using 

$1200 for another educational series in the Northwest Florida Daily News.  The only 

outstanding item Gerry knew of were expenses Kelly incurred with the website and she 

will provide him with the receipts so she can be reimbursed.  Gerry has a budget prepared 

for next year and will be submitting the annual audit/budget on time.  He is cancelling 

our solicitation permit that was filed with the state to solicit funds for the historic aviation 

site dedication. 

 

John Fay informed everyone that Engineers for America is expanding into the middle 

school arena and that he also has done some work with the Choctaw Choice Aviation 

Institute recently.  Kelly has completed the switch over to the new website and 

demonstrated some of the functions during the meeting.  Jim Rogers who was elected the 

technical chair told everyone a little about himself as did Jeff Komives who is interested 

in becoming more active in the section. 

 

 

Wrap up:  The date for the next section council meeting will be announced via email and 

website. 

 

Submitted by: King Molder, NWF Section AIAA Secretary 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Briefing slides (Abate) 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 


