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The March 2010 Meeting of the Northwest Florida Section of the American Institute of 

Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) was held March 30, 2010 at the University of 

Florida Research & Engineering Education Facility, Shalimar, FL. 

 

The meeting began at 11:30 and the following members were present: 

 

Gregg Abate - Chairman 

Larry Ukeiley - Vice Chairman 

King Molder - Secretary 

Kelly Stewart- Newsletter/Webmaster 

Mark Hunter- Public Policy 

Ben Dickinson- Young Professional/Career Enhancement 

Adam Rutkowski 

  

  

 

The meeting was conducted by the Chairman Gregg Abate.   

  

 

Welcome:  Gregg welcomed everyone and went over the agenda and monthly mind 

jogger.  He reviewed the upcoming deadlines for associate fellow and fellow 

nominations.  The local section didnôt have anyone attend Congressional Visits Day.  The 

section had begun the election process. 

 

 

Old Business:  Larry is still trying to come up with a short course technical session and 

may use a survey to help figure out what most interests the section membership.  Still no 

date set for a spring/summer social.  Mark volunteered to put together a trivia portion if 

needed and it was mentioned that Dr. Albertani could possibly speak on his latest work 

with the Americaôs Cup boats since it had been 3-4 years since he last spoke at a 

function.  

 

The donor list for the plaque at the armament museum still hasnôt been finalized as far as 

we know and is the only outstanding item from the historic site dedication.  King will 

check to see if more brochures are needed at the display. 

 



 

New Business:  The AIAA Region 2 student conference is taking place in Sandestin 

April 8-9.   Ben and Kelly will be involved and see them or the website 

https://region2.aiaastudentconference.org/ if you have interest in helping.   

 

The open positions up for election this year are Secretary, Education/STEM K-12 

Outreach(formerly Pre-College Outreach) Chair, Young Professional/Career 

Enhancement Chair, Honors & Awards Chair, Technical Chair, and At Large Technical 

Advisors.  Nominations will be accepted through April 14
th
 and balloting will take place 

April 19
th
-30

th
 through the section website.  At the time of the council meeting only two 

nomination notices had been received.  King will coordinate with Kelly on the balloting 

effort. 

 

Gregg will get with Gerry on sponsoring another series of articles in the paper pertaining 

to education in aerospace.  The section has approximately $1900 in the bank account.  

Gerryôs retirement is coming up this summer and Gregg will talk with him about his 

plans to remain as treasurer for the remainder of his term. 

 

Kelly is almost done with the upgrade and switchover to the new website formatting and 

function.  She should be done soon. 

 

 

Committee Reports:  Mark updated everyone on his efforts to get answers to a variety 

of aerospace questions from Representative Miller.  There has been some turnover in the 

Representativeôs office that has caused the delays in getting responses but he should have 

them soon.  Mark also suggested that in the future we should come up with one or two 

areas of emphasis that the section feels needs attention at the national or state level.  It 

was agreed it would probably be more productive and get more engagement from the 

different congressional offices if they had something to advocate on behalf of the region 

instead of taking general positions on a variety of aerospace topics with no clear purpose. 

 

 

Wrap up :  The next section council meeting is April 27
th
 at the REEF.   

 

 

Submitted by: King Molder, NWF Section AIAA Secretary 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

1. Briefing slides (Abate) 
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